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 Summer greetings 
Dear Friends,

We are pleased to announce one of the recipients of 2022 Innovation Grants from I’m Still Here:   Poydras Home in New

Orleans.  Additional grant awards are forthcoming. You can read about the Poydras Home project in this newsletter. 

I’m Still Here is devoted to helping those who serve persons living with dementia and their care partners. In addition to the

Innovation Grants program, ISH helps those who wish to develop arts, culture and community programs, either replicating ISH

Legacy Programs or creating others. We are especially interested in helping organizations that support underserved

communities to develop programs for those living with dementia and their care partners, such as those living in small or rural

areas.

The I’m Still Here principles outline an approach to dementia care that helps people find joy throughout their journey. Our

positive and life-affirming concepts underscore the value of engagement in bringing dignity, hope and meaning to those living

with dementia. 

Your contribution to I’m Still Here will help us continue to help others. Thank you for your support.

Mary Anne Grant

Executive Director

www.imstillhere.org

Our Guiding Principles:

• Dignity • Engagement • Community • Education

Our Mission:
To promote positive I’m Still Here engagement programs
that enable Persons Living With Dementia to flourish. 

https://www.imstillhere.org/
https://www.imstillhere.org/principles/
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Innovative Grants Program 2021/2022 
Award Recipients

The Man’s Best Friend program developed by the Poydras Home in New Orleans has deep roots in the community. Poydras

created a partnership with the Zeus animal shelter to bring dogs into their residence where the dogs could roam like in a real

home. The residents engaged with the dogs, groomed them, and made no-sew blankets and ‘Adopt Me’ bandanas in getting the

dogs ready for adoption into a permanent home. Not only did this help the residents by reducing agitation, but also adoption

rates increased and animals were quick to find a home. Learn more about this innovative program by watching this video: [click

here to link to videoa

2021 Featured Programs

The Art Is…In program created by the University of Chicago Medicine Memory Center and GoldMind Arts mailed over 400

curated art kits to persons living with dementia and their care partners. The kits include art materials and instructions to help

people engage in meaningful art projects in their own homes. Participants reported that the art activities helped reduce stress

and elevated moods of those living with dementia. As one person noted: “These weekly art kits bring out a side of him that we

never see! My husband is enjoying these and laughing like he hasn’t done in a long time.” Student volunteers from the University

supported the GoldMind Arts project by reaching out to participants. 
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John Zeisel participated in the 12th annual Habitat for Humanity conference in Atlanta,

Georgia, this past April. Working with Ellen Potts, Executive Director of Habitat for

Humanity Tuscaloosa, and Neurologist Danny Potts, Dr. Zeisel and architect Marc

Maxwell, presented the I’m Still Here Aging in Place House which they developed

collaboratively. The idea is to integrate design elements that support persons living with

dementia and make life easier for the care partner. I’m Still Here will continue to

collaborate with Habitat for Humanity, both local and national entities, on creating

dementia friendly spaces.

The Tuesday Group at Westminster-Canterbury of the Blue Ridge in Charlottesville, VA,

consisting of caregivers and those living with dementia meet weekly to share information

on how to support those living with dementia. The group has collaborated with ISH

Founder John Zeisel to incorporate the I’m Still Here principles into their conversations

and most importantly, into their interactions with persons living with dementia and their

care partners.  [Click here to watch]

ISH will participate in a webinar hosted by Grantmakers in Aging: Innovation and Hope:

Building Momentum to Address Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementias. Two ISH

grantees, along with John Zeisel, Cummings Foundation Director Dennis Clarke and Mary

Anne Grant will participate in the panel discussion. Topics include how the I’m Still Here

principles make a difference in people’s lives, the impact of Cummings Foundation

support, and presentations by Innovation program grantees. Tune in to this free webinar

on July 28, as 12:00 pm (EDT). Register here: Webinars | Grantmakers in Aging

(giaging.org)
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ISH will support a new project developed by the Poydras Home of New Orleans: Generation 2 Generation Baking will involve

elders, children, and animals at a local shelter. A small group of persons living with dementia from the Poydras Home community

will join together with a small class of young children from Isadore Newman Childcare Center. The elders and children will meet

regularly at the Louisiana SPCA and join together to bake homemade and edible treats for the animals at the shelter. After the

treats are baked and cooled, the elders and children will spend time with some of the animals at the shelter and give them the

treats. Leftover treats will be bagged and given to the Louisiana SPCA to sell at their local bake sales. This project helps those

directly involved and also the larger community as money raised from the bake sales will support special surgeries for animals. The

project will provide purpose and meaning, be a source of pride, and build intergenerational relationships between the elders and

children. 

ISH Announces 2022 Grant
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Your support makes 
a difference!

PLEASEPLEASE    GIVEGIVE    NOWNOW
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